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-EssErrTIAr ANALysIs ALERT! I haue expanded th* portion of m1
newsletter to accommodate itis not-to-be-nisvd interuiew wib the uery
abte chairman oftbe Ameican Conseruatiue Union, whote 36th Annua!
conseraatiae Political Action Confereni*lct,tc) uill be held on Feb. 26-
28 in lVashingron. DC tutww.rpac.org): \ WOU. funsef fartve,Afg
FusHr I was rrying to rhink of who ro ralk ro abour rhe elecrion. rhe q

afrermath and the future, and you're the first name thar came ro mind,
so I really appreciare your making time here. Vhat do you think about
what happened and where we go? Vhat explains where we arel I mean,
we lost the tax-cut issue! How in the world does that haooen?
KEENET \?ell. wc did ir: wc workrd,,, ,t. \ i !!ar[!!: lyg-lh
99!!r;e.qf,.rle last few years, to preny much dcsrroy the Republican

brggd - so that we w€te r.iervcd as big-governrnent types rvho were
for spending, Obarna and his peoplc talk about how this was a rrans-
formacional elecrion and rhe rvholc couilrr\,.s chilDoed. l i .J. Dionnc is
wricing rhar it 's no Ionger ,r riglrt c-,1-ccnrtr coLrnrll ir 's a le[t of-
cenrer country and thar C)barna nceds ro l lo\rcrn thitr \r 'x\:. But during
rhe campaign, they knew better. l,rxrk ar thc ads and rhe message
delivered in rhe batrleground srares: "John McCain wanls (o tax your
health care; Barack Obama wants r() cltt your t:rxes. Barack Obama is
against a narional heahh care prograrn. He'.s in iavor of charter
schools." He ran a campaign which recognized that this counrry is
what it has been for rhe last couple ofdccadesr jusr righr-oficenrer -

despite what he nray say now'
During the campaign, Obrnra said thar as a law professo, hc

believed in the individual right ro keep and bcar urors, as the Supreme
Court eventually found in the Jteller lecisioo. At one poinr, when he
was being criticized on Second Arnendnrert issucs, hc slid, look, e-yqr
i f T  d i d  wan r  ro  t a l e  you r  pun , .  I l l  ne r  e r  h , r r ,  t h r  uc , t , r .  t o  Jo  i t .  r o  i t .

not a relevant issuc, But in thc f inal nvo drrs ofrhe crmoaien, he told

an NPR reporter that he woLrld likc a fider.rl la'v cloing arvay \\'itir

concealed-carrylM Aud

within a couple of days the rransir ion wcbsirc car.r icd r l ist ol rhings

he wanrs to do on Second Amcodr)cnr issucs: bring back the (, l intc'n

assaulr weapons ban, che gLrn-sh.rt t  loopholc clLrcrt ion, end a whol<

series o[things out ofrhe anti-gun crowd's drcirrn Lrook.

So he and his marragcn resoh414d_!!!fft1\ ..,rrrp.rig1{rt rh, v

t he  k i nd  o l ' coun t r v  rh r vd  l i k c  i t  r , '  bc  B r r r  r r u *  t h i l  r c  a rgL r rnq  t l r J t

the ourcome ofthe elect ior wrs i  rec()gnit ior that the countrv hls

changed in many signilic;rnt ways, arrcl thr lherefbrc they h:rve a

mandate to govern fiom the leii, which thcv don't havc.

Vhat happened was ,h", ,h. Atr..i.o" p"n

performance of Republicans in oflice.. I'he Republicens jn office had

not only proven themselves rime and again to be less comperenr rhan

they had been expected ro be, but had only giver lip servicc ro rhe

kinds o[issues rhac Americals care abour, and the kinds ofvalues rhey

said rhey represent. So by the r imc we gor to 2008, irside l ioo rhe eco-
nomic crisis, you had a publ ic saving, 

"1&hy 
shoulcl we con(inue (hese

people in power?" And they were ready r,r lire thc Republicans.

Rush .  a  yea r ;g , r  | . a i J  r h i .  r , . c  \ v r \  \ e r v  mu(h  l i k c  rhe  l ' r x t )  r , r . e .

br.rt  this r ime Obama was Reagan, ln 19110, rh.:  publ ic was desperare

ro get r id ofJimmy Carter, desperafe ro f ir 'e rhc l)enrocrars- Sti l l ,  uori l

October, Carter ral ahead of Il.eagan, because t,oters weren'r sure rhey

could risk a Reagan Presidency. By October they decided rhey could,

and we saw rhe Reagan landslide. \li'har thel' wanted ro do rhey didt
they fired rhe guys they didni like. And rhis tinrc the,r, diti exrctly rhe

same thing. The problem, though, is rh:rt  sorrcrimcs. when yoLr f l le

somebody becatme you dont like hinr, the gul you get ro replirce hirl



is not whar you were looking for. Aad that may be what happened
Inls ume.
RUSHI If youie right, what we have here is a fraudulent cam-
paign. Because you and I both know that Obama is indccd a left-
leaner, leftist, whatever term you want ro use, and we all know thatt
going to be the agenda he tries. I saw that website ofhis, changc.gov,
and I spenr a lor of rime on rny progmrn reading from i,, "ia'i.
nor ar all surprised they scrubbcd it. They don:r want people to
know whatt coming.
KEENE: Oicourse nor.
FY:HI 

fhey-ve gor eagerness, with Nancy pelosi and Harry Reid,
to help push this. He! going to try o do all these things he rJas elk_

have rhe economic tools now. Thanks ro rhe bailout legisladon rhat
Paulson and the Bush Adminisration sent to rhe Hill, th.-ey have basi_
9y * g&$*a--2g1q ro pick winners and losen - ir soes
beyond bank - and char can be used ro sreer supporr from the

liendly o them, like rconN, *i if they can ur" th. .Jur.i"iDepartment in the way that, for example, Mik 
.B"rorr. ,ugg..,J

f,rnancial.lolmunity and fiom thc Fortune 500 as time goes on. If
cou.ld shut down via talk rncre$e

issues that to be
capabiliry,

and by additional funding of non-lo"ernmenr insrilutions rhat afe

*

ing abour. raising raxes on rhe rich,..spread rhe *1alth
around." which he ler slip in rhat convenarion with rhe
plumb.er 

.l.doni 
know what percentage of rhe people rhar

vored tor hrm acrually boughr inro rhis mesianic, charismat-
tS dqmasoeue cgh-rype rhing. ,,ho ju.iioi-tii-o iiii-
thar he cannor do any wrong in rheir view.

they might in his pre-election column, .The

Coming 9bama Tlrugocraq', you're facing
a very s€noul sltuaoon.

The oprimisdc view, however, is rhar
there is one rhing rhar winning poliricians
always do wrong. They assume rhar everv_
bJdI *ho uot.d foirlirn. lo,.dE-lhim
for rhe rgasols rhepoliricians wanred rnem
ro vote tor rhem. you remember rhar Bill
Clinton gave one speech in which he men-
tiooed hea.hh care reform, and decided that
he had a mandate to reform the health care
q'stem in the way he and his wife wanteo rt
reformcd. That was an overreach, because
thatt not why people voted for him. The

KEENE: There are a lot of rhem. On \Wednesday after
rhe election I did. an Nln program, and one of the people
who ca.lled in said, "I'm so elated I rhink now we can cure

:in:e.r" 
f 

:1d. 
"l rhink your expecrations mighr be a lirrle

hrgh here." Bur rhey. re4ly $e willing ro folliw him anv:
w199. Ir4y ggqcern .is rlat he will rry ro rie rhese people

S99l!SLIjj!l?36-lIgilEI!9LTd all the fa'left-wine
tnrrasrructure that went rnto the campaign, so thar he can
ur. ,h.rn "r " -"s pr.rrr-El--G-iEi-oiiE fil

6

3

t
3

"These people will overreach quickry; wiil conservatives be abre to
respond effectively, before lt's too late to stop them?,, - Dnvro Krntr

The mosr impo-rtanr rhing I think his folks have in mind is chang-
ing rhe shape o[ rhe playing field. The lefr has concluded. over rim?,
d"t 

@ rhar rhey can'r debare
ta\ potrcy and economic policy and come ouc a winner, at leasr nor
oiren enough to make it worthwhile. As a consequence I think thev
wanr to ignore that ro rhe extent that rhey can. you,ll recall thar dur-
ing the election, when the courc case in Chicalo found that the
Annenberg Challenge papers would be released,-the Obama cam-
paign almost closed down a respecred radio ralk show on vcN. The
Insrructons ro rhe people were ro call in and demand rhar rhis not
be._discussed. I doni think rh? find anlthing wrone, in rheir ow;
mrnds, wrrh.closing down rheir opposirion. So I rhink youEe;;
to see an eariy push on srrucrural reforms, for example, crd_.-he.ki
eliminadng rhe secret ballot for union workers, which Obama has
promised in the first lO0 da1s. This would give him incredible
rnanctal resources by torcing people inro labor organi4alions, I
think rhey a.re going ,o -ou. on ,h. Fl-EiD*iG!'*-IilIhinn
similar, to try and close down a lot of ralk radio. A. you tno*]
Charlie Schumer! been talking abour uti l izing rhe secrions of the
lrw thrt_are used ro go after obsceniry. because in rhe sarne way peo-
Ple think Pornographers are obscene, he rhinks Rush Limbaueh is
obscene. \'T4tich begs the quesrion ofwhat we think of him.
FUSH: Exacrly.
KEENE: it-.\tcHrEnl But they re going ro rry ro do tiose rhines, I

:ni"l .^"d 
unlorrunarely. rhey have been enabled by rhc B'ush

nomrnlsrratron and by many conservarives in recenr montlu. They

Obama people now think that rhe American public wanrs Obama
to do weryth-ing rhar Obama publicly or privarely wants to do.
wnen potluclans conclude those rhings. rhey almosr inreriably
overreach. And when rhey overreach, the pendulum begins to swing
the other way, the opposirion forms, and that's the bJance weighi
rn our sysrcm.

-. !!4\.!hese 
people wjll o.vgrreach relarively quickly. The ques-

uon.rc, wU go4senarives bc ablg to rcspond cffecrively enough dr.rr-
ll€jnar. pe{r-og qo srop rhem, befd.rj iri.too lare ro srop rhem, or
Dctore rhe hill lhar wc have to climb b.co-6--iGf,-Ilsh.,
because of.rhc structural changes that they make? Th", ;;r:;;;
remains ro be answcred, because we've got a lor of problems ofour
own that havc to be fixed.
FUSH: u?'ell, let's get to those in just a second, but let me ask vou
to answe! your own quesrion: Vill conservarives ba a,rong anough,
n"t:.1i:-* fortirude ro oppose these things when Obi_" ouir-
reachesi Whar abou! rhe racial factor? David Gergen said rhe orher
night, direcrly wa-rning people like me, -ld 

be ueiry, very caref l of
being crirical ar rhis rime, in rhe firsr 100 days. ofrhe firsr black
President..." It's a way to rry ro inrimidate peoplc on.our side to
snut uP.
KEENE: Some people will be inrimidated, and some peoplc will
shut up. That's one ofrhe reasons itt b.ing pl"y.d rhe w"y i't i.. Oi
course, this wasn't a racial elecdon urrtil "i.i ,h. oo,.. *... .ourr,-
ed. Both sidcs consciously sayed away from racial questions during
the campaign iaelf I think the race issue helped Obama, and thI

on
or



election returns and dara demonstrate that. But if in fact we have
achieved, or are on rhe way to achieving what Obama claims he
wants, a posr-racial sociery then those who disagree with him have
an obligation to stand up to him, in spite of the fact that he hap-
pens to be black. Ve have an obliqarion, if in facr we believe in a
non-o.i"1.o.i.ry,ffi
fire simply because of racq. Ve have co look at rhe issucs and we
have to say, this is what I believe, that's what ho believes, and I'm
standing on my beliefs and I'm not going to compromise them sim-
ply because of his race.
FUSHr Exacdy. It has to stay on idcas, but I guarantee you rhar
therc dready arc people who haye becn chilled into shuaing up.
Our sidc panicularly is scared ro dcath of being called racists.
XEENE: And thdn use thar Sorne people wont say anything
because they're afraid of being called racists, but you know, 1ou can
overuse that pretty fast, lfour people stick to the issues and the val-
ues rhat Americans share, and rhey fight him on those baies when he's
wron& then I dont rhink thatt going ro be a long-rerm problem.
FU$H! I hope youic right. There has
bccn, in addidon to weryrhing else you
talked about in rerms of their agenda, a
successful stcakh buildup. Thcy have
fat leftists in the govcrnmcnt infrastruc-
ture tlat arc bcyond elcctions. You men-
tioncd thc millions of agitators that are
going to makc up his donor list and his
internet lisr, but look at all of the
appointmcnr theyve succeeded in mak-
ing over thc ycars in thc bureaucracy,

I(EENE: Beginning in January when rhe new Congress comes in
"nd rie. ro d; ,o-.-of ;here rhin;;!;h;; r;5t;iFio fi;f,i
Let's take the Fairness Doctrine or rhe atrempt to restricr the abiliry
of talL radio to be used as a communications medium. Unfortun-
ately, that doesni require legislation, as you know. Theret only one
way to defeat it, and that's rhe kind of public uproar and uprising
that defeated the immigration bill.

No matter who's elected to public office, and no matter who's in
the Senate or who's in the House, they have ooe eye on rhe public,
arrd in this instance we have fairness on our side, which we doni
always have, in terms ofthe public mind. Just in rodays newspaper,
Nat Hentoff, one ofthe few people who actually believes in the First
Amendment, was warning about the coming atternpt to close down
discussion by the Obarna people.

"We now have a Senate in which Teddy Kennedy is a
ftom the ctl to thc State Departmcnt to the Judiciary you name it.
KEENE! Consider rhis, Rush. Just prior to the election, the con-
triburions made by employees of various branches of the govern-
menr were made public. The only agency in which employees con-
oibuted a slighc majoriry of money to John McCain was the
Depanment ofDefense. All rhe othcr agencies favored Obama. But
do you know which agency w,ls rhe mosc pro-Obama in rhe cntire
governmenr. by a facror of several rimes? The Deoartment of
r - . . . . . . . - . . . . . ; - - - 1 . - . i - . - - -
J!!i!s. tn tne crvrl flghts dlvlslont under rhe rop person, rhe nexr
rhree people had all maxed our ro Obama. The head of rhe office
charged with voter integriry issues had maxed out to Obama. Is it
any wonder that most of the prosecurions in the public intcgrity
area, even during a Republican Adminisrration, were Republicansi
Alrrd while Ted Stevens of Alaska was convicred just before he was
up for election, thar 

'lfilliam 
Jefferson is still running aroundi

You're absolurely right, rhe permanent governmenr is heavilv
Osrnggal4-3ld_fueyj!-lbgl4 I was rold a couple of monrhs ago
thar Bush appoinrees were informed by the r*/hire House that they
should not expect to be careered into this government, because
thatt nor rhe way the Bush Adminisrration operares; when he
leaves, they leave. Vhich is very high-sounding [u.ucHs], but mere-
ly meals youie abandoning more ofthe permalenr governmena ro
the opposition. Ard the opposirion is there to rake it, to burrow in,
to stay and to usc it.
FUSHT So rhey arc fixing thc game, \(lhat can bc done about it?

I think it was Newt Gingrich who said some years ago, ifyou have
an 80 percenr issue, you ought to srand next to it. lftheir overreach
is on questions offreedom ofspeech or the secret ballot - and after
all, card-check is an 80 percenr issue - these arc issues that we can
build around and mobilize around. And if a new Administration
comes in with all these heighrened expecrarions, overreaches and
creates a push-back from rhe public rhat srops ir on a major ques-
tion, from chat point on that Administration is going to be a lot

have a Senate in which Teddy Kcnnedy is a moderare. \(eie living
in a country where people are so concerned abour the overreach on
the lefr that George McGovern is doing ads warning the American
public that his Democratic friends are trying ro take away the work-
ers' right ro a secret ballor. There's been a big change in the lasr
decade or so. Barack Obama was the most liberal Senaior. and Joe
Biden was the third most liberal Senator; Teddy Kennedy and rhe
people we've always considered to be hard left were way down rhat
list. That's how much rhe Democraric Parry has changed, and that's
whar we have ro be ptfiiJ1offi.
RUSHr 

'!fcll, 
how did that happen? !(/e had Bush in the . .. well, I m

s amazing. lVete now



answenng my own question, Ncver mind. [LAUcrrER] Rcally, when
you're absenr conservative elccoral leadenhip, e".r],b.dyt frEe ;;_
d:t 

:tr 
m. rcenarion and try ro be the sm.nesi g,rf ln ,h. ,oo^,

wnlcn $ rca.lty the nex rhing I want to ask you about. In rhis yeart
cPAc promo you wrire "Libera.ls 

will say rhar rhis election signaled the
end ofthe conscrvadve era.', yes, rhey are saying that. Thc pioblem is,

1_1::. 
-Tf p-pl. ostensibly on our sidc are safng thc same rhing.

I(EENE: That's correct.
FUSII: 'Thc-era 

of Rcagan is over." I never hear rhe left, David,
say, I ne era ol FDR is over."
XEENE: That's right, bccause in their minds it isnt.
FUSH: This frosc me. !?'e havent tded Reaganism in 20 yean.
Theret going to be a battle in our own morremenr.
KEENE:.0br of the geople who make up_lbi!€gElation of con_
sg:r' ig11ge11l. W4ren rhe movemenr b.g* in thi5oiGl?Oi
when I was in college, all of rhe conservadves in America probablv
could.meer in the proverbial phone boorh. \7e couldnt win publi'c
othce In lhose days. and rhere was a good side ro rhar. \,l(/e sar around,
wc olscussed ldeas. we read. Every six week or so I had ro go from
wlsconsin up ro rVoodsrock. New york, ro spend rhe weeke-nd with
Frank Meyer, who drilled inro my head: what ir is we are here to
accomplsh; whar ir is we're here ro belicve in. He gave me assigned
reading, and it was rough, but by the time it was'over, "o,, #d "
movemenr of people wirh a ser of beliefs. Ve knew what rhq frec
marker was, we knew whar individual freedom meanr, we knew what
rhe Founders had been abouL, and we wenr forward, nor because we
admired rhis polirician or rhar polirician, bur because of rhe ideas.

^ Yn:i 
t talk ro 'oung conservatives I alwals urge rhat thcy read

Daniel Yergint book, The Commanding Haghx,- *hich I,n "rlre

vinually all conservadves from rhc beginning have bclieved in: that
we live in a dangerous world, and thairhe Uiited Sate rr..ds to bl
strong ro proreca her inrcresu and her citizcnry in that world, That
rhe mainspring of human progress is made ui of fr.e -".kf* anJ
hee pcople. And rhey belicve in thc srrucurc of rhe Constirurion,
and io the va.lues of the Founding Fathers, and in the values that
creare strong families and rhe like. Thatt always been the vital mix.

Yer in rccent ycars wcve had people saying, "This 
,,,rff "bou,

smalter, govcrnmenr-is jusr passC. Vc live in a more complicared
world rhan rhat.".A fcw years ago we had a symposium at princeron
on the hlstory rhc prcscnr, and rhc futurc of American conser_
vatism, and invircd David Brooks to spcak on rhe future . M.
Stanton Evans, who you know, stood up "t the .nd "nd jaii,"David. 

rhar-was a vcry inrelligenr speech. The problem is, I rhink
I heard iL before. Nelson Rockefeller delivered iiin rhe 1960s.,,
RUSH: Exacdy right.
KEENE: Therc isoi any difference in rhe arguments going on now
rnan were gorng on then. And rhar has to be foughr our. We need a

Tgro:rnding, 
Thc .eason these people are *"ni.,ing dlo ;rh-;

prace ts because rhey dont know where rhey.re supposed ro be in
meny cases.
FUSH; Bur they think they do. This is what uoubles me. These
are the pcoplc who think rheyie thc smartesr in rhe room. (har rhey
arc. the most er ighrcncd, and rhey're rrying to provide a new.defi_
nruon. I donr know whar their motivarion is. [r clearly isn,t win_
nin6 because they got werything they wanted in this lari campaign,

Td :v:.saw what happcned. Noq some people say, "Rurh, 
ioushouldnl worry abour rheir motivarion, rh.y jusr ne.d to be silel-

lacked and ddeated."

noderate." - Dnvtp KruNr
you've read. He talks about the riumph ofthe market in politics. The
50s and 60s, parricularly rhe 50s, were rhe height ofcolleitivist think_

3q !i S35,^,h'9rSh che founding of the M-onr peterin Sociery, the
l'httadelphra socicry, Milton Friedman, and y'y'a tional Rcuicu He con_
cludes rhat successfirl politica.l movemena begin as movements based
on ideas and on values. and rhar poliricd suJess foito*s rhe dissemi_
nauon ot rhose ideal and those values. Ar rhar poinr, rhere,s another
problem. You know you're about ro succeed poiitically when the ras
stan ro,ioin rhe ship. And prerry soon rhe ship ges taien ovcr by the

when we qune (o rown in l9g0 with Reagan, rhere were a lor of
y.oung peoplc who, when asked, "Are you a conservadvci" said,"t* 

I Y{ 
"t love Ronald Reag.n." ih.t! fin.. Th"r,, not *tf,,

you should be a conservarivc. larer we had people who said, .l,m 
a

conservative because I love Newr Gingrich.. And thcn we had peo-
ple who said, "I'm a conservadve because I love George \(4 B;h."
You take away those people, and theyie to.,. O. *{ a""ia" riot
conservatism is whatever these leaders say ir is, because they dont
*I9$1gp!!4l!g.!tt th. id.as, and rhere isn t the dir.ur;; offi.
lcleas so rmporran! ro the formarion of the movemcnr.

" 
q=f&gg1g11hat conservatives have ro do is spend rime re-

tjsqsing.ouvhar it i!@
&nos or olflerenr offshoors of conseryarism. That,s always becn
true; itt always been a coalition. But rhere are certain thiies rhat

|(EENE. But you do have to worry abour their motivation,
because-there will be others coming along, d.i"g ,h" ,"-; ;i;;. 

'

RUSH: I doni want to ger inro names here _ you've mentio-ned
one, but we borh know who we're ra.lking abour. Are rhese people
whar you would refer ro as rh. ras *ho L-e o'bo".d l"r.i Vi.o
really werent grounded in the ideas, rhey were just attracted to the
movemenras a polirical fad, "Hey, 

rhis is hip, rhis is winning,? And
now they.rhink rhcy'vc cvolved beyond it? I rhink they look ar the
conservauvc movcmenr as dominated by NASCAR people and pro-
lifers and I think theyie emba.rrased by it.
KEENE: You saw this mosr clearly in rhe last few weela, in this


